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MOBILE PHONES AND PERSONAL DEVICES — SECONDARY
STUDENTS - ANSS

PURPOSE

This policy provides direction to students, staff and families about managing personal mobile phones and
other digital devices that students choose to bring to school. Digital devices include, but are not limited to,
SMARTWATCHES, TABLETS OR LAPTOPS THAT ARE NOT PART OF A SEPARATE BRING YOUR
OWN DEVICE ARRANGEMENT. This policy applies while students are at school, or attending an
authorised school activity such as an excursion, during school hours.

MOBILE PHONE USE FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

OUR SCHOOL RECOGNISES THAT THERE ARE LEGITIMATE REASONS FOR STUDENTS TO BRING A
MOBILE PHONE OR PERSONAL DEVICE TO SCHOOL. THIS MAY INCLUDE:

e TO ENSURE THEIR SAFETY WHILE TRAVELLING
e SO THAT PARENTS CAN CONTACT THEM OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS.

DURING THE SCHOOL DAY STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ACCESS OR USE THEIR
MOBILE PHONES OR OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES. STUDENTS MUST SWITCH OFF OR
MUTE THEIR DEVICES BEFORE STORING THEM AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL DAY.
THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCESS THEIR DEVICE UNTIL THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY.

Storage of personal devices

Class teacher are responsible for the daily storage of personal devices.

If the student does not comply

e School leaders contacted to discuss schools’ requirements with student

e Parents contacted and encouraged to keep personal devices at home.



INTERNET CONNECTION FOR PERSONAL DEVICES

If students are not permitted to use their own mobile phone or device to undertake to access the
school’s internet.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Principal
Make sure:

e this policy is clearly communicated and accessible to all students, staff and families
e thereis a process for regular review of the policy

e secure storage is provided for student personal devices that are handed in to school staff
Enforce the school’s policy and responses to instances of non-compliance.

Report and respond to incidents of inappropriate use of personal devices in line with department policy
and procedures and any legislative requirements.

Model appropriate use of mobile phones and support families to understand the importance of promoting
safe, responsible and respectful use of mobile phones to their children.

School staff

Deliver learning opportunities and maintain a safe and productive learning environment. Take steps to
minimise distractions from the non-educational use of personal devices in the learning environment.

Respond to instances of non-compliance in line with the school’s policy.

Report and respond to incidents of inappropriate use of personal devices in line with department policy
and procedures and any legislative requirements.

Make sure that any student personal devices handed in for their care are stored in a secure location and
are returned to the student (or their parent).

Model appropriate use of mobile phones and support families to understand the importance of promoting
safe, responsible and respectful use of mobile phones to their children.

Staff also have a policy of not using personal devices when working with students.
Students

Comply with the requirements of the school’s policy and follow all reasonable directions from the Principal
and school staff.

Communicate respectfully with others and do not use a mobile phone or other personal device to bully,
harass or threaten another person. Respect others’ rights to privacy and do not take photos, film or audio
records of other people without their knowledge or permission.



Parents

Support the implementation of the school’s policy, including the consequences for non-compliance with
the policy.

Use the school’s formal communication channels in all instances to communicate with the school
(including where a student requires early collection from school). Encourage their child to always report to
a school staff member in the first instance if they become unwell or experience an issue at school.

Recognise the important role they play in supporting their child to use their mobile phone (or other
personal device) in a safe, responsible and respectful way.

COMMUNICATION AND REVIEW

e Consultation has been undertaken with the broader school community regarding storage of
students’ devices and what actions will be taken if students do not comply with the policy. ANSS
students rarely bring personal devices to school that are not related to their communication (AAC
needs).

e Students and families individually will be informed when personal devises are used at school with
steps that are contextual to each individual.
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